December 19, 1394
Federal Commun1 ations Commission
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engineer in this area. At the writing of this document,
Ralph continues to work on this elusive problem on a daily
basis. All of WPKR's equipment has been and continues to
operate according to all manufacturer specifications and
FCC rules and regulations. Ralph is in the process of

K doing infra-red heat sensitive testing to locate the

/ arcing causing the alleged interference. Preliminary
testing agrees with suspicions that the arcing is not
caused by any property or equipment owned by WPKR.

WPKR 1is a tenant on a tower cwnec bv 4X Corporation,
Neenah, Wisconsin,

I have had the opportunity to study the petition for
an order to show cause filed before the Federal Commu-
nications Commission and dated December 9, 1994,

The entire petition is based upcn FCC rules, part 73
73.318, which is not applicable. Section 73.318 deals
with FM BLANKETING INTERFERENCE. The type of interfer~
ence being experienced by TV viewers in Ripon is
interference caused by arcing somewhere on the 4X
Corporation owned :tower wh:i:coh WPKE leases antenna space.
The other porticn of this ron-applicable section deals
with blanketing interference in the first year of
operation {(See ‘¢, ). Jones Intercable contends that
WPKR increased power in De-ember. 1393. WPKR transmitter
logs do not indicate that <¢ be s0. WPKR did experience
a complete transmizter outage in the fourth gquarter of
1993 due to the a:ztions of a conrractor hired by 4X
Corporation to re-insulate the ~“ransmitter building
before winter. Jur complete transmitter plant had to

be investigated and several areas of the transmitter had
to 5e replaced as a resul: of the sawdust and insulation
drawn intc the transmitter cooling intake fans during

the contractor's construction perciod. Following the
cleaning and refurbishing 2f the WPKR 20KW RCA transmitter,
my engineers commented to me that the transmitter was
working "fust like it was new.'

N
+

~*

During my tenure as president o Midwest Dimensions, Inc.
licensee of WPKR (FM), Ozro, Wisconsin, WPKR has always
had an updated version of FCC Kuies and Regulations

on hand. Updates are provided tfrequently by the Rules
Service Company of Rockv:ille, Maryvland. I personally
place all updatec in the sse-_eaf book so as to
familiarize myself as muc' 45 ; ssible with rule changes.

9]

The above statement is to tre “est of my ability true
orrect and given under rhe penalty of perjury.

{ames 3 Coursolle, Presi‘en¥, '“.¢west Dimensions, lnc.,
VPKR KFM), Omro, Wisconsi:.

Date: December 19, 1994
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News Directors Association

Executive Secretary, ROB DOWNEY
WKAR Michigan State University
Eo1' Lansing, Michigon 4882)

August 7, 1970

Mr. James Courselle
General Manager

KKIN

Box 287

Aitkin, Minnesota 56431

Dear Mr. Courselle:

It is my pleasure to inform you that KKIN has been
named winner of a Special Citation for Spot News Coverage
for the vear 1969 by the Radio Television News Directors
Association as part of its annual International awards

competition.

KKIN was cited for its coverage of the event and the
aftermath of a series of tornadoes near Outing, Minnesota,
The nomination for the special citation
was made by the judges of the mid-west regional RTNDA com-
petition, and confirmed by the judges of the International
competition during the judging this last month.

The judges of the International competition said:
"for a station in a small market, with a limited staff and

-... limited facilities, the coverage of both the storm s{tuation

and the aftermath which included 12 fatalities and widespread
damage, KKIN's coverage was in the finest traditions of
broadcast news."

As you may know, the presentation of these awards {s a
highlight of the annual RTNDA conference.
year will be held Sept. 22-26 at the Brown Palace Hotel in
Denver, Colorado. The awards luncheon will be on Thursday,
We hope that you and other members of your
receive the award in person.

Publicity about the award will be coordinated by Sheldon

Peeterson, Time-Life Broadcasting, Time-Life Building, Room 19~
New York (212-556-4%86). This letter is to {nform you, in

1970 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, SEPTEMBER 22 76, BROWN PALACE HOTEL, DENVER, COLORADO

That conference this

-
“
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//Radio Television News Directors Association

Executive Secretary, ROB DOWNEY
WKAR Michigan State University
Eost Lansing, Michigon 48823

-2- Mr. Courselle

confidence, of your winning the award. We would like to
hold the release until Monday, September 21, 1970, for the
trade press, and the beginning of the conference in Denver.
If you have any questions about the publicity, or want to
coordinate your release or advertising plans, please contact
Sheldon at the above address.
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oL LEVANDER

GUVENNOR

August 28, 1969

Mr. James Coursolle
Manager, Radic Station KitIl
Aitkin, Minnesota 506431

Dear HMr. 7oursocolle:

I wish to commend you and members of KKIN for your
outstanding contribution immediately following the
disastrous tornado that swept through the Outing,
{innesota area on the evening o»f August 6th.

An outstanding job of repcrting and broadcasting what
had happene:, and what was hagpening at the moment,
was greatly appreciated ir the area.

T would appreciate it 1if vou would convey my sincere
appreciation to your staf!’ Jcr theilir fine and unselfish
contributicr during this recert disaster.

Sincerely,

Harold LeVander
GCOCVERNOR

HL:wh
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Eugene T. Smuth » <
Attorney at Law - 2%

i

{202) 347-2363 715 G Stree:, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003

December 21, 1994

Mr. William Caton

Acting Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D. C. 20554

Re: Doc. No. 90-139,
RM~7149

Dear Mr. Caton:

Oon behalf of Midwest Dimensions, Inc., licensee of Station
WPKR (PM), Omro, Wisconsin, there are transmitted herewith for
filing an original and four copies of a Petition Por Extraordinary
Relief in the referenced proceeding.

If additional information is needed, please contact the under-
signed.

BTS:ch
Attachments

cc: David D. Oxenford, Jr., Esq. (w/att.)
Denise B. Moline, Esq. (w/att.)}
Brian M. Madden, Esqg. (w/att.)
FCC Staff (w/att.)



Before the
PEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment of Section 73.202 (b),
Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations

(Oshkosh and Winneconne, WI, and

Menominee, MI) Doc. No. 90-139

RM-7149

To: Chief, Allocations Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau

PETITION FOR EXTRAORDINARY RELIEF

1.) On October 12, 1989, a Petition For Rule Making was filed
with the Commission in the captioned proceeding seeking to amend

§ 73.202 (b) of the Commission's Rules in the following respects:

Present Proposed
Oshkosh, WI 244A & 280A 244A
Winneconne, WI - 280C3
Menominee, MI 280A 279C3
2.) A notice of proposed Rule Making was released March 21,

1990, and a Comment date was set for May 14, 1990. As of this date,
all commenting parties, and/or parties proposing counter-proposals,

have been heard, and/or resolved.

3.) Midwest Dimensions, Inc., licensee of Station WPKR (FM),
Omro, Wisconsin, respectfully requests that the Commission finalize

this Rule Making for the following public interest reasons:
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A. Winneconne, Wisconsin, can receive local broadcast service.

B. Station WVBO (formerly WMGV) shall be provided a wide area
coverage facility by re-claffication from Class A to Class C3.

C. Station WHYB, Menominee, Michigan, shall be provided a wide
area coverage facility by a change of frequency, and re-classi-
fication from Class A to Class C3.

D. Station WIJMR, Peshtigo, Wisconsin {(a construction permit)
can be modified to Class C2 status from Class A, thus providing

a wide area service.

E, The community of Valders, Wisconsin, can receive a Class A
allotment providing this community with a first local service.

F. Station WOWN, Shawano, Wisconsin, will be able to change
frequency, and eliminate a directional antenna system.

G. And Station WPKR will be able to move to a new frequency,
thus eliminating a costly proceeding involving alleged inter-
ference.

4.) Good Rule Making in the FM frequency band serves the public
interest. A review of the attached statement from the President of
the licensee corporation of Station WPRR (FM) will lead the Commis-
sion to a prompt resolution of Docket No. 90-139. It is for these

reasons that the Commission is urged to grant the relief requested

in this Petition.

Respectfully submitted,
MIDWEST NSIONS, INC.
s

December 21, 1994

Its Attorney



STATEMENT OF JAMES R. COURSOLLE

My name is James K. Coursolle. . I am the President and General
Manager of the licensee corporation offStation WPKR (FM), Omro,
Wisconsin. The antenna/transmitter for Station WPKR (FM) is located
near the City offRipon, Wisconsin. Station WPKR {(FM)'s antenna is
mounted on a tower not owned by the licensee of Station WPKR (FM).

Since the fall of 1989, I have been following the Commission
proceeding which eventually became Doc. NO. 90-139, involving FM
channel changes in the communities of Oshkosh and Winneconne,
Wisconsin, and Menominee, Michigan.

In the summer of 1993, the tower on which Station WPKR (FM)'s
antenna is located took a lightning strike. A tornado touched down
some three blocks from the tower. The high winds caused the owner
of the tower to retension its tower. Weather, and weather related
information has always been a part of my broadcast belief that the
public has a vital interest in this topic. And to that topic, the
majority of my broadcast career has been devoted to bringing to the
public, weather information. Please note the attached (Attachment A)
award which I received in 1970 at a RTNDA conference. Which leads me
to Attachment B in 1978 wherein the President of a local Wisconsin
bank comments upon my radio station's efforts to keep the public
appraised on tornardo warnings and tornardo survival.

Which brings us to the summer of 1994. Attachment C is a news-
paper picture from the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Sé&ntinel of Auqust 29,
1994, depicting a scene from the aftermath of a tornardo which
struck in the service area of Station WPKR (FM). Attachment D is
a hand written letter from Julie & Bill Thompson advising Station
WPKR (FM) that the tornardo warnings broadcast on Station WPKR (FM)
possibly.saved the life of a Green Bay Packer football fan from los-
ing his life. Attachment E is a September 15, 1994, letter from the
Fond du Lac County Chapter of the American Red Cross thanking Station
WPEKR (FM) for its coverage of the August of 1994 severe weather which
struck Central Wisconsin.

Which brings us to the purpose of this statement. Attachment:P
is a running log prepared by the Chief Engineer of Station WPKR (FM)
from January 31, 1994, to October 11, 1994. This log sets forth
the dates and times whcn Station WPKR (FM) was either off the air, or
operating at reduced power. The publice, or the "public interest*®
cannot be served if your radio station is off the air, or operating
at reduced power. Thus far, in 1994, Station WPKR (FM) has been off
the air, or operating at reduced power approximately 55 days.
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/ To correct this problem, our licensee corporation has expended
more than $35,000.00 in out of pocket expenses attempting to correct
an alleged interference problem. We have engaged the services of
Mr. Ralph E. Evans (Attachment G). Mr. Evans has prepared two
reports (Attachment H) detailing the results os his study of the
antenna/tower for Station WPKR (FM), and the repairs which he has
requested. Mr. Evans' statement that ®"...it is this engineer's
recommendation that WPKR consider moving the transmitter to a less
sensitive site." 1s an appropriate solution to this problem.

The Commission's attention 1s invited to Attachment I. Station
WPKR (FM) applied for, and has received permission to operate at
reduced power.

There is a solution to the alleged interference problems at
Btation WPKR (FM). Should the Commission finalize Doc. No. 90-139,
Station WPKR (FM) can move away from the Ripon, Wisconsin, head-in
cable antenna tower, and move its antenna/transmitter location closer

to its city of license.
This statement is true and correct, and it is given under penalty
of perjury.
Respectfully submitted,

MIDWEST DIMENTIONS, INC.

pate: /' //‘f/ib‘—
a

Coufsolle

President



ATTACHMENT A
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NAT! ONAL BANK TRRT |
or Waupun ool

210 Last Main Street, Waupiun, Wisconsin 53963 (414)324-5551

July 21, 1973

Mr. Jim Coursolle, FPresidant
Radio Station WLKE-WGGY

6U9 liome Avenuc

Waupun, Wisconsin 53963

Dear Jim:

During our last visit at the bank I intended Lo congratulate you

on the continuinyg program of WLKE concerning tornado survival and
walrnings.

Your civic contribution is exemplified further by the ad that appears

in the July 19th, 1978 issue of the Waupun Leader News. It is excellent.
Also on the radio we hear ~ommentary by law enforcement people and

others regarding tornado survival.

1 am sure you are aware that this fine comununity service is sincerely
appreciated by the people of Waupun and the surrounding area. Again,

our sincere congratulations.
Kindest regards,
THE NATIONAL BANK OF WAUPUN

-y

S. E. Henderson, President



LRTTACHMENT C




* r EDITIC,

LL4

<
[og]
(o]

1

AUGUST 29,

MONDAY MORNING

B 40 injured

B One town leveled

e
©
0

T
o
-
o
=
©

™

=

O




ATTACHMENT D







J[//&, K e e) ‘70(,0 ‘[
| jft"SfPCuc/Q /'7L (/e S

)/7 [_‘,//447275( é/f/f 7/‘0
be a batfl o Creld

Thanks )C"’” “’f"”j %”Q

wcéf U S %@/‘%56
b Ul eep xSt Lo Aeed

LUt 70 968 - Yy AMS}JV””C(

Q\ kLn 1‘”11Jf/6w7f’4/0 (/ H)
m babememé
/7(/1//

7 cLer_»
e Would %a
bgen Sucém&?mﬁ‘uﬁ’

)ﬂ? lq 1'7/ + 11932-6
v € A\ SANGAMON, INC.

MALE NUSA

S l)o*mpfdh

©Moreh Inc.




ATTACHMENT E



' / + American Red Cross Fond du Lac County Chapter
; 272 N. Main Street

Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 54935
414-822.3450

WPKR RADIO
P.0.BOX 3450
OSHKOSH WI. 54903
JIM COURSOLLE

SEPTEMBER 15, 1994

DEAR,JIM

I WANTED TO TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO LET YOU AND YOUR STAFF KNOW
THAT THE AMERICAN RED CROSS OF FOND DU LAC COUNTY,WANTS TO THANK
YOU FOR YOUR EXCELLENT COVERAGE OF THE SEVERE WEATHER YOU PROVIDED

ON AUGUST 26-27TH.
THE COVERAGE YOU PROVIDED,ONLY HIGHLIGHTS THE DEDICATION YOU AND

YOUR STAFF HAVE TO THE FOND DU LAC COUNTY,AND THE SURROUNDING
AREA.I HAVE NO DOUBT YOUR COVERAGE SAVED PERSONAL PROPERTY AND

PERSONAL SAFETY.

THE WPKR LISTENING AREA IS FORTUNATE TO HAVE YOUR STAFF OF WELL
TRAINED PERSONNEL,IN A TIME OF A POSSIBLE DISASTER.

I KNOW THAT WHEN THE WEATHER WAS AT IT'S WORST,YOUR STATION
RECEIVED 1 MORE LISTENER,SHE WORKS IN THE OFFICE AND TUNED INTO THE
LOCAL STATIONS,ONLY TO FIND A PROGRAMMED SHOW, SHE NOW HAS HER RADIO

TUNED TO WPKR.

AS THE HEALTH AND SAFETY COORDINATOR OF FOND DU LAC COUNTY,I
WANT TO THANK YOU

PLEASE CONTINUE TO GIVE THIS COMMUNITY SERVICE!

SINCERELY,

et

FRECZ STANSBURY

HEARLTH AND SAFETY ORDINATOR

" — ey ag
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